I WANNA

G E TAWAY
A Durhamite takes a break in quiet Edenton
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cypress trees poking out of the water’s edge like toothpicks. The view,
and peacefulness that it prompts, is perfect for a weekend getaway.

STAY AWHILE

With a population of 5,000, the town is small, and bed-andbreakfasts are within walking distance to downtown. The Captain’s
Quarters Inn is a Colonial Revival built in 1907 with eight
bedrooms and a 65-foot wraparound porch. Owners Diane and
Don Pariseau make bread, sausage and a baked egg casserole from
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ucked away in northeastern North Carolina is humble,
historic Edenton. With cobblestone streets and homes
dating to 1718, visitors can flee the bustle of city life,
soak in the charm of this small town and listen to the
soft splashing of the Albemarle Sound from one of
many homey porches.
Stand at the corner of Water and South Broad
streets in the center of the historic district, and there’s a
panoramic view of the sound, a tapestry of magnolia and

Pretty

travel

LEFT The Captain’s Quarters Inn, built in 1907, is three blocks from the Albermarle Sound.
ABOVE The Table restaurant at the Inner Banks Inn offers a jazz brunch every Sunday.
BELOW Cheryl Orr, owner of the Cotton Gin Inn.

scratch. They have a barbecue pit in the
back and host two-night-long rib cooking
classes. “Don can talk about barbecue all
day long,” Diane says.
Three blocks down the road on
Albermarle Street is Inner Banks Inn,
which offers four beautifully restored
homes to choose from, including a
Victorian mansion, a converted pack
house barn, a Greek Arts and Crafts
Revival and a pet-friendly coastal Carolina
cottage. In the morning, enjoy a threecourse breakfast. At night, sit down and
unwind with a locally sourced meal at its
restaurant, The Table. We recommend
the crabcakes. (You can’t go wrong with
fresh seafood when you’re right by the
water!) Susan Beckwith is the proprietor,
but, expressing a sense of community
commonly found in Edenton, says that the property belongs more
to the town than it does to her. “I’m not really the owner; I’m
more like the caretaker.”
A mile outside of town, Cheryl Orr masterfully bakes a
mouthwatering Charleston coconut cake with custard at her
B&B, the Cotton Gin Inn. Her secret is lots of butter and a hint
of cream cheese in the icing. Sit on the porch under the veranda,
cake in hand, surrounded by six acres of trees and gardens, and
you’ll feel like you’re in a Southern paradise. Farther outside of
town, this newer inn is more modern than the others.
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Perfect
SEE THE SIGHTS

On Saturday morning, stop by the Edenton Farmers Market, which
recently opened its year-round location on Broad Street. You might
even be lucky to see baby farm animals on-site. Afterward, walk a
few blocks over to the Edenton Coffee House for an iced coffee
with coffee-infused ice cubes, plus a cinnamon twist.
If you’re a history buff, you can’t go wrong with the Edenton
Trolley Tour. Sharon Keeter has led the tours for more than 30
years with her partner, Clayton Hartsell, the trolley driver. Sharon
is a walking Edenton encyclopedia, pointing to almost every

Enjoy every moment in
1-800-775-0111 • VisitEdenton.com

travel

travel

Where Experience
Meets Compassion

structure, from the Cupola House (a national historic landmark)
to Byrum True Value Hardware (“That’s where I spend a lot
of my money,” she says), and reciting its timeline, seemingly
without a breath. “Clayton and I are a good team,” she says.
“Wherever he goes, I can always find something to talk about.”
More inclined to spend time on the water? Hop aboard
Edenton Bay Cruises with Captain Mark Thesier, who leads
tours on the bay five days a week. Visitors can dock their
boats for free in Edenton for up to two days, Mark says. He
tells stories passed down to him by town elders and factually
correct versions as well, “but I like my stories better,” he says.
The 50-minute tour is good for a few laughs and a nice breeze.
There’s also kayaking, paddling and fishing if you’re in the
mood for more of a solo adventure.
Once you’ve had your fill of history, swing by Sugared Fig
Bake Shoppe for lunch. It’s closed on Sundays, but the line
winds out the door for its jumbo cinnamon rolls on mornings it’s
open. And, hey, if you want a pastry, cookie or muffin for lunch,
no one is stopping you. It’s your vacation, after all.

ABOVE The Table restaurant at the Inner Banks Inn hosts weddings,
receptions, bridal showers and other special events.
LEFT Jacqueline Hardy-Bond offers accessories to set
your wardrobe apart at Victorians, her boutique on Broad Street.
BELOW Edenton Bay Cruises departs from the downtown
harbor and passes the Roanoke River Lighthouse.

It takes a rare combination of skill and artistry
to create beautiful smiles and long
lasting relationships.

Candace Thompson, owner of Downtown Diva.

That afternoon, support some of the local female-owned
businesses. Women have long made their mark in this colonial
town – the “Edenton Tea Party” in 1774 was organized by
Penelope Barker. It’s one of the first known political actions by
women in the nation’s history. We recommend
shopping (or
Pantone 106-6 C
window shopping) at Downtown Diva, Feathers, Victorians and
Finders KeepHERs. Tanya Parrish and April Layton, sisters
and owners of Feathers, pride themselves on keeping trendy
fashion items at affordable prices. “Jewelry should not cost what
a top costs,” April says. Downtown Diva has a large social media
Pantone 179-13 C
following, shipping merchandise across the country. So, if there’s
something you wished you had purchased while visiting, you can
just order it online when you’re back in Durham.

JOURNEY’S END

Before you head home, it is mandatory to attend Vinyl Night at
Edenton Bay Trading Company. Grab a glass of sangria and a
seat on the outdoor patio behind the building. The popular event
attracts people of all ages; you might even find yourself dancing
with Captain Mark or former Mayor Roland Vaughan. Whoever
is there, you’re sure to feel the full embrace of the town during
this late-night opportunity to dance. And maybe like us, you’ll
find yourself singing “Love Shack” on the two-and-a-half-hour
drive home.
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