
Welcome Home 
The Town of Edenton, nest led along the shores of the Albemarle Sound
and Edenton Bay, is  an architectural  masterpiece boasting hundreds
of 18th-20th century homes. This includes the oldest wooden structure
in North Carol ina bui l t  circa 1718.  

Edenton was the f i rst  colonial  capital  of North Carol ina and home to
several Founding Fathers,  as wel l  as the f i rst  organized pol it ical
action by women in our country ’s history.  Today the town serves as the
seat of Chowan County,  the smal lest county in the State of North
Carol ina.  

The county offers an abundance of histor ical landmarks,  architecture,
and r ich cultural  experiences. With deep agricultural  roots and a vast
array of water and recreational activ it ies,  residents and vis itors al ike
can f ind both opportunit ies and beauty in Edenton. Today, we
celebrate our past,  look forward to the future,  and welcome people
from al l  over the world to what Forbes.com named "One of America’s
Prett iest Towns".

Come see why for over 300 years,  people have been cal l ing Edenton
and Chowan County home!

Healthcare
Vidant Chowan Hospital  provides services and programs to over 100,000 people in
Chowan and surrounding counties and offers a wide range of services and health care
specialt ies.  Vidant Chowan Hospital  del ivers access to state-of-the-art services
provided by eastern North Carol ina’s only academic medical center,  Vidant Medical
Center.  The medical staff includes some of the f inest pr imary care physicians,
pediatr icians,  internists ,  and surgeons in the region with a telemedicine l ink with the
Brody School of Medicine at East Carol ina University.

Specialty services include an intensive care unit ,  a surgical center,  an emergency
department,  an expanded labor and del ivery suite,  and bone density screening. The
faci l i ty is  also home to the Vidant Chowan Hospital  Outpatient Services Center,  which
offers a variety of services including Rehabi l i tat ion for chi ldren and adults ,
chemotherapy, cardiology,  gastroenterology, wound heal ing, and much more. Vis it
www.VidantHealth.com for more information on the programs and services provided by
Vidant Health.   

Retirement Community
North Carol ina has always been recognized for i ts natural  diversity and gracious
hospital i ty ,  making it  an extremely popular ret i rement dest ination. 

Designated a “North Carol ina Cert if ied Retirement Community” in 2014, Edenton has long
provided the amenit ies,  services,  and opportunit ies ret i rees need to enjoy active and
productive l ives.  With reasonable housing prices,  a moderate cl imate, access to qual ity
healthcare, and a variety of social  and civ ic organizations,  ret i rees are engaged in the
community as i t  integrates its histor ic past with a vibrant future. 
For more information on ret i r ing in Edenton, v is i t  www.edenton.net/retirement 

Edenton-Chowan Education System www.ecps.k12.nc.us

Average Enrollment: 1,872 students

Dual enrollment allows students to earn college credit while in high school

Students who participate in Career & Technical Education: 62%

Students entering 4-year Universities: 44%

Quick Facts

Chowan County est. 1668 

Town of Edenton est. 1712 

County Population:  13,891*

Town Population:  4,485*

Median Household Income: $46,979

Median Age: 46

Property Tax Rate 

(Per $100/value) 

Chowan County:  $0.6950

Town of Edenton:  $.430

County Fire:  $.070

Sales Tax Rate:  6.75% 

NC Income Tax:  4.25%

College of the Albemarle Edenton-Chowan Campus www.albemarle.edu
Part of the larger College of the Albemarle system, one of North Carolina’s Community Colleges serving seven counties, the Edenton-
Chowan campus offers a wide range of programs and services including curriculum college programs, continuing education, small
business development, basic skills, GED/AHS, and personal enrichment classes.
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The Cert if ied Retirement Community designation means a city has completed
a comprehensive evaluation process with requirements outl ined by the North
Carol ina General Assembly.  For more information about the Cert if ied
Retirement Community program or RetireNC, v is it  www.retirenc.com.

http://www.albemarle.edu/


Town of Edenton
PO Box 300
400 S. Broad St
Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-2155
www.townofedenton.com

Chowan County
PO Box 1030
305 W. Freemason St
Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-8431
www.chowancounty-nc.com
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For more information

Edenton-Chowan 
Chamber of Commerce

252-482-3400
www.edentonchamber.org

Chowan County Tourism
Development Authority

252-482-0300
www.vis itedenton.com

Edenton-Chowan
Partnership

252-482-2007
www.edenton.net
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Spring & Summer
Boogie on Broad

July 4th Celebration & Fireworks 
National Lighthouse Day Celebration

Easels in The Garden 
Pilgrimage Home Tour

Autumn & Winter
Chowan County Regional Fair

Christmas Candlelight Tour
Christmas Parade

Peanut Festival
Shrimp By The Bay

Annual & Biennial Events

Just  Down The Road. . .
Greenv i l le ,  NC ( 1  hour )

Outer  Banks ,  NC ( 1  hour )
Norfo lk ,  VA ( 1 .25 hours )

Durham,  NC (2 hours )
Morehead City ,  NC (2.5 hours )

R ichmond,  VA (2.5 hours )  
Wi lmington,  NC (3 .5  hours )
Wash ington DC (4 hours )
Char lot te ,  NC (5 hours )
Ashev i l le ,  NC (6  hours )

History
Boasting an extensive histor ic distr ict with National Histor ic
Landmarks,  mult iple locations on the National Register of Histor ic
Places,  and some of the oldest homes in the state, enjoy one of
the many tour options avai lable in  Historic Edenton .  

Tours & Trails
Edenton is located in the northeastern corner of North Carol ina in a region where land and
water merge. Come explore the various tours and trai ls  Chowan County has to offer:  

Shopping & Dining
Along Broad Street ,  you can f ind a charming, v ibrant downtown offer ing shopping, dining,
and entertainment for locals and vis itors al ike. Shop in one of the many storefronts f i l led
with home goods, apparel ,  books,  and gifts ,  or pick up a treat at a local eatery.  

Buy fresh,  healthy food directly from local farmers at the Edenton Farmers Market .  Browse
a variety of fresh produce, homemade ice creams, baked goods, and natural  products whi le
meeting neighbors and making new fr iends in the community.

Activ i t ies
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Entertainment
Take in a movie at the 1925 Taylor Theater ,  st i l l  showing
first-run movies in the heart of downtown Edenton. 

Catch a basebal l  game at Historic Hicks Field ,  home of the
oldest wooden grandstand in North Carol ina. Enjoy a summer
evening watching the Edenton Steamers  col legiate summer
league basebal l  team -  a local favorite.  

A blast from the past,  enjoy music l ike it  used to be at
Saturday evening Vinyl Night hosted by the Edenton Bay
Trading Company. Looking for a midweek pick-me-up? Test
your knowledge whi le being served specialty cheeses,  cold
beverages, and good t imes at Wednesday Trivia .  

There is plenty to see and do
in Edenton - unique histor ic

home tours, fan-favori te local
fest ivals, annual community
events, and a vast variety of

shopping and dining. 

Historic Trolley Tour
Boat Tour
Kayaking Trails

Harriett Jacobs Tour
Historic Jail Tour
Historic Ghost Walk

North Carolina Civil War Trail
Guided & Self-Guided Walking Tour
African American Experience of NENC Trail

Lodging
Downtown Edenton and Chowan County offer a wide variety of
accommodations — from exquis ite bed & breakfasts to qual ity
national lodging chains.  With extended stays,  short-term rentals ,
and quiet camping options,  your perfect v is it  starts with a
spectacular stay. Come experience the f i rst  colonial  capital  with
21st-century comfort.

Art and Culture 
Edenton is a charming town f i l led with cultural  del ights,  both past and present.  Tour histor ic
homes, experience histor ical reenactments come to l i fe,  or take home an original piece of
pottery or art.  Chowan County is  a cultural ly and histor ical ly r ich southern gem. 

Located in the histor ic Chero Cola bui lding, the Chowan Arts Council  showcases the work of
the many talented local craftspeople and art isans. Art comes in al l  shapes, s izes,  and ages in
Edenton. With several afterschool art camps, dance classes,  and creative outlets chi ldren in
Chowan County get to experience a variety of cultural  st imul i .

Day Trips & Short Drives
Edenton is central ly located in the Albemarle Region of
North Carol ina, giv ing easy access to popular dest inations
including the Outer Banks,  Hampton Roads Virginia,  and
other histor ic towns along the Pamlico Sound. Perfectly
s ituated between Charleston, SC, and Washington, DC,
Edenton is an easy 2-hour dr ive from the North Carol ina
capital ,  Raleigh. From any direction, there is always a short
tr ip or fun destination wait ing to be explored. 



Small  Town Liv ing
I t ’s  true what they say about Southern hospital i ty.  I t ’s  al ive and wel l  in Edenton, NC.
From newcomers to natives,  idyl l ic Edenton has something to offer everyone. 
Learn why they choose to cal l  Chowan County home. 

“Edenton's charm is not an accident - it is carefully nurtured, consciously desired, and a very endearing
reality!” -Lorrie

“Small town living to me means knowing my neighbors and community members. . . but it's more than just
knowing them, it's caring about them, and them about me.” -MaryScott

"My favorite thing about Edenton is the wholesome, welcome feeling that you get when you are out and
about. From the smiling, familiar faces, to the relaxing, picturesque views, Edenton truly is the definition of
inviting.” -Judith

"If you love to be active, outside, and on the water, it's hard to find a better place to live than Chowan
County. Depending on the weather and the time of year, you can play golf or go hunting or fishing whenever
you want. There's also no prettier place to take a walk or go for a run on Saturday morning." -Marshall

Seasons,  Cl imate,  & Weather
Located in the Inland Coastal Plain,  Edenton offers short ,
mi ld winters,  sunny summers,  and near-perfect springs and
fal ls!  Over the course of the year,  the temperature typical ly
varies from 34°F to 89°F and is rarely below 22°F or above
95°F. Come experience four seasons which create a prime
location for al l  types of outdoor recreation. 

History  
History seeps from every nook and cranny of Edenton and Chowan
County.  The outstanding histor ic 18th-century architecture
includes some of the state’s oldest homes and churches. Popular
sites include:

1767 Chowan County Courthouse :  The oldest state courthouse
sti l l  in operation, housing the NC Supreme Court annual ly.  

1886 Roanoke River Lighthouse :  bel ieved to be the last surviv ing
example in the US of a squarer frame bui lding bui lt  for a screw-
pi le base.

Penelope Barker House :  home of Penelope Barker,  the leader of
the Edenton Tea Party,  the f i rst  pol it ical activ ity by women in
America. Now serving Histor ic Edenton as the off icial  Welcome
Center.

James Iredell  House :  home of James I redel l  Sr. ,  the youngest
member appointed to the or iginal 1790 Supreme Court.

Cupola House :  bui l t  in 1758, i t ’s  considered the f inest wooden
example of Jacobean-style architecture in the south.
 
Maritime Underground Railroad:  a network that arranged
marit ime passage for enslaved Afr ican Americans seeking
freedom. 

Edenton Cotton Mill :  a 1900s Cotton Mil l  with one of the most
wel l  preserved and intact mi l l  v i l lages 

Kadesh A.M.E Zion Church :  The church played a crucial  role in
shaping Eastern North Carol ina’s Afr ican American community.
Constructed in 1897 by Hannibal Badham, Afr ican American
architect,  and bui lder.

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church :  The second-oldest church
bui lding in North Carol ina. Three Colonial-era governors are
buried in the churchyard.

Real  Estate
A  H o m e  F o r  E v e r y  L i f e s t y l e
The median l ist ing price for a home in Chowan County is  $135,000. Homes range from
less than $100,000 to more than $1 mi l l ion. Whether you dream of a waterfront condo,
a new bui ld in the countryside, or a histor ic home in town, there is a home for you and
the l i festy le you desire. Contact one of our local realtors for a more in-depth look at
the local market.

Volunteer  Opportunit ies  
A great way to become ful ly engaged in Edenton and Chowan County is  to volunteer
with local organizations,  churches,  and schools.  From our recreation department to
the Edenton Histor ical Commission, there is a place for everyone to give back to the
community or your favorite non-profit .  A few examples include: Vidant Chowan
Hospital ,  Chowan Arts Counci l ,  Habitat For Humanity,  Edenton-Chowan Food Pantry,
Boys & Gir ls  Club of the Albemarle,  and the l ist  goes on! 
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https://visitedenton.com/gallery-homes
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https://visitedenton.com/sites.php#site-museumtrail
https://visitedenton.com/sites.php#site-museumtrail
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	Welcome Home  The Town of Edenton, nestled along the shores of the Albemarle Sound and Edenton Bay, is an architectural masterpiece boasting hundreds of 18th-20th century homes. This includes the oldest wooden structure in North Carolina built circa 1718.
	Edenton was the first colonial capital of North Carolina and home to several Founding Fathers, as well as the first organized political action by women in our country’s history. Today the town serves as the seat of Chowan County, the smallest county in the State of North Carolina.
	The county offers an abundance of historical landmarks, architecture, and rich cultural experiences. With deep agricultural roots and a vast array of water and recreational activities, residents and visitors alike can find both opportunities and beauty in Edenton. Today, we celebrate our past, look forward to the future, and welcome people from all over the world to what Forbes.com named "One of America’s Prettiest Towns".
	Come see why for over 300 years, people have been calling Edenton and Chowan County home!
	Quick Facts Chowan County est. 1668  Town of Edenton est. 1712  County Population:  13,891* Town Population:  4,485* Median Household Income: $46,979 Median Age: 46
	Property Tax Rate  (Per $100/value)  Chowan County:  $0.6950 Town of Edenton:  $.430 County Fire:  $.070 Sales Tax Rate:  6.75%  NC Income Tax:  4.25%
	Healthcare Vidant Chowan Hospital provides services and programs to over 100,000 people in Chowan and surrounding counties and offers a wide range of services and health care specialties. Vidant Chowan Hospital delivers access to state-of-the-art services provided by eastern North Carolina’s only academic medical center, Vidant Medical Center. The medical staff includes some of the finest primary care physicians, pediatricians, internists, and surgeons in the region with a telemedicine link with the Brody School of Medicine at East Carolina University.
	Specialty services include an intensive care unit, a surgical center, an emergency department, an expanded labor and delivery suite, and bone density screening. The facility is also home to the Vidant Chowan Hospital Outpatient Services Center, which offers a variety of services including Rehabilitation for children and adults, chemotherapy, cardiology, gastroenterology, wound healing, and much more. Visit www.VidantHealth.com for more information on the programs and services provided by Vidant Health.
	Retirement Community North Carolina has always been recognized for its natural diversity and gracious hospitality, making it an extremely popular retirement destination.
	Designated a “North Carolina Certified Retirement Community” in 2014, Edenton has long provided the amenities, services, and opportunities retirees need to enjoy active and productive lives. With reasonable housing prices, a moderate climate, access to quality healthcare, and a variety of social and civic organizations, retirees are engaged in the community as it integrates its historic past with a vibrant future.  For more information on retiring in Edenton, visit www.edenton.net/retirement
	Edenton-Chowan Education System www.ecps.k12.nc.us Average Enrollment: 1,872 students Dual enrollment allows students to earn college credit while in high school Students who participate in Career & Technical Education: 62% Students entering 4-year Universities: 44%
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	Activities
	Shopping & Dining Along Broad Street, you can find a charming, vibrant downtown offering shopping, dining, and entertainment for locals and visitors alike. Shop in one of the many storefronts filled with home goods, apparel, books, and gifts, or pick up a treat at a local eatery.
	Buy fresh, healthy food directly from local farmers at the Edenton Farmers Market. Browse a variety of fresh produce, homemade ice creams, baked goods, and natural products while meeting neighbors and making new friends in the community.
	Tours & Trails Edenton is located in the northeastern corner of North Carolina in a region where land and water merge. Come explore the various tours and trails Chowan County has to offer:
	Historic Trolley Tour
	Boat Tour
	Kayaking Trails
	Harriett Jacobs Tour
	Historic Jail Tour
	Historic Ghost Walk
	North Carolina Civil War Trail
	Guided & Self-Guided Walking Tour
	African American Experience of NENC Trail
	Lodging Downtown Edenton and Chowan County offer a wide variety of accommodations — from exquisite bed & breakfasts to quality national lodging chains. With extended stays, short-term rentals, and quiet camping options, your perfect visit starts with a spectacular stay. Come experience the first colonial capital with 21st-century comfort.
	Entertainment Take in a movie at the 1925 Taylor Theater, still showing first-run movies in the heart of downtown Edenton.
	Catch a baseball game at Historic Hicks Field, home of the oldest wooden grandstand in North Carolina. Enjoy a summer evening watching the Edenton Steamers collegiate summer league baseball team - a local favorite.
	A blast from the past, enjoy music like it used to be at Saturday evening Vinyl Night hosted by the Edenton Bay Trading Company. Looking for a midweek pick-me-up? Test your knowledge while being served specialty cheeses, cold beverages, and good times at Wednesday Trivia.
	Day Trips & Short Drives Edenton is centrally located in the Albemarle Region of North Carolina, giving easy access to popular destinations including the Outer Banks, Hampton Roads Virginia, and other historic towns along the Pamlico Sound. Perfectly situated between Charleston, SC, and Washington, DC, Edenton is an easy 2-hour drive from the North Carolina capital, Raleigh. From any direction, there is always a short trip or fun destination waiting to be explored.
	Art and Culture  Edenton is a charming town filled with cultural delights, both past and present. Tour historic homes, experience historical reenactments come to life, or take home an original piece of pottery or art. Chowan County is a culturally and historically rich southern gem.
	Located in the historic Chero Cola building, the Chowan Arts Council showcases the work of the many talented local craftspeople and artisans. Art comes in all shapes, sizes, and ages in Edenton. With several afterschool art camps, dance classes, and creative outlets children in Chowan County get to experience a variety of cultural stimuli.
	There is plenty to see and do in Edenton - unique historic home tours, fan-favorite local festivals, annual community events, and a vast variety of shopping and dining.

	Annual & Biennial Events

	Small Town Living It’s true what they say about Southern hospitality. It’s alive and well in Edenton, NC. From newcomers to natives, idyllic Edenton has something to offer everyone.  Learn why they choose to call Chowan County home.
	“Edenton's charm is not an accident - it is carefully nurtured, consciously desired, and a very endearing reality!” -Lorrie
	“Small town living to me means knowing my neighbors and community members. . . but it's more than just knowing them, it's caring about them, and them about me.” -MaryScott
	"My favorite thing about Edenton is the wholesome, welcome feeling that you get when you are out and about. From the smiling, familiar faces, to the relaxing, picturesque views, Edenton truly is the definition of inviting.” -Judith
	"If you love to be active, outside, and on the water, it's hard to find a better place to live than Chowan County. Depending on the weather and the time of year, you can play golf or go hunting or fishing whenever you want. There's also no prettier place to take a walk or go for a run on Saturday morning." -Marshall
	Real Estate A Home For Every Lifestyle The median listing price for a home in Chowan County is $135,000. Homes range from less than $100,000 to more than $1 million. Whether you dream of a waterfront condo, a new build in the countryside, or a historic home in town, there is a home for you and the lifestyle you desire. Contact one of our local realtors for a more in-depth look at the local market.
	History  History seeps from every nook and cranny of Edenton and Chowan County. The outstanding historic 18th-century architecture includes some of the state’s oldest homes and churches. Popular sites include:
	1767 Chowan County Courthouse: The oldest state courthouse still in operation, housing the NC Supreme Court annually.
	1886 Roanoke River Lighthouse: believed to be the last surviving example in the US of a squarer frame building built for a screw-pile base.
	Penelope Barker House: home of Penelope Barker, the leader of the Edenton Tea Party, the first political activity by women in America. Now serving Historic Edenton as the official Welcome Center.
	James Iredell House: home of James Iredell Sr., the youngest member appointed to the original 1790 Supreme Court.
	Cupola House: built in 1758, it’s considered the finest wooden example of Jacobean-style architecture in the south.
	Maritime Underground Railroad: a network that arranged maritime passage for enslaved African Americans seeking freedom.
	Edenton Cotton Mill: a 1900s Cotton Mill with one of the most well preserved and intact mill villages
	Kadesh A.M.E Zion Church: The church played a crucial role in shaping Eastern North Carolina’s African American community. Constructed in 1897 by Hannibal Badham, African American architect, and builder.
	Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church: The second-oldest church building in North Carolina. Three Colonial-era governors are buried in the churchyard.
	Seasons, Climate, & Weather Located in the Inland Coastal Plain, Edenton offers short, mild winters, sunny summers, and near-perfect springs and falls! Over the course of the year, the temperature typically varies from 34°F to 89°F and is rarely below 22°F or above 95°F. Come experience four seasons which create a prime location for all types of outdoor recreation.
	Volunteer Opportunities  A great way to become fully engaged in Edenton and Chowan County is to volunteer with local organizations, churches, and schools. From our recreation department to the Edenton Historical Commission, there is a place for everyone to give back to the community or your favorite non-profit. A few examples include: Vidant Chowan Hospital, Chowan Arts Council, Habitat For Humanity, Edenton-Chowan Food Pantry, Boys & Girls Club of the Albemarle, and the list goes on!

